
REDACTED – Permit Application No. 23-00036 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFFIDAVIT ATTACHMENT 1 

REDACTED – Permit Application No. 23-00036 



 
 

snacks and refreshments provided. 
representa�ves will be on hand to answer ques�ons. Light 

To accommodate the schedules of all atendees, the mee�ng 
will be open-house style, with no formal presenta�on. Project 

Waterloo Memorial Youth 
& Community Center 

3 Oak Street 
Waterloo, NY 13165 

Community Open House for 
North Seneca Solar Project 
Wednesday, September 20, 2023 

6 – 7:30 p.m. 

Please Join Us! 
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6A      Tuesday, September 5, 2023

Please Join Us!

Wednesday, September 20, 2023
6 – 7:30 p.m.

Community Open House for
North Seneca Solar Project

Waterloo Memorial Youth
& Community Center

3 Oak Street
Waterloo, NY 13165

NORTH SENECA

To accommodate the schedules of all attendees, 
the meeting will be open-house style, with no 

formal presentation. Project representatives will 
be on hand to answer questions. Light snacks 

and refreshments provided.

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate as of 9/1/2023 and is 
available for a limited time through 10/31/23. Certificate term is 7 months. 
The APY of 7.00% is based on a minimum balance of $100,000 with an 
Eligible Account to qualify for the bonus rate. Actual APY will vary based 
on account balance and certificate owner(s) having an Eligible Account. 
Other tiers available with Eligible Account to qualify for bonus rate: 5.00% 
APY with minimum balance of $500 and 6.00% APY with minimum balance 
of $25,000. The APY is variable during the initial term, but at no time will 
be below the base rate and at no time will exceed the bonus rate. See Truth 
in Savings Disclosure for details on base rates, bonus rates and tiers, and 
minimum balance requirements. Rate changes are within the Credit Union’s 
discretion and may change on any Business Day, during the initial term, based 
on the certificate account owner(s) having an Eligible Account. Business Day 
is any day except Sundays and federal holidays. Eligible Account is defined 
as any of the following: Transformation Checking, Student Checking, or 
Business Rewards Checking, which must be active as defined by the Credit 
Union. The certificate account owner(s) must be the primary or joint owner 
of the Transformation Checking or Student Checking or must be the primary 
owner of the Business Rewards Checking. Maximum opening deposit is 
$250,000.00. A primary owner cannot exceed $250,000.00 in combined 
opening deposits in one or more 7 Month Special certificates; this includes 
any certificates opened in the current promo period 9/1/23-10/31/23 and 
the prior promo period 4/10/23-6/30/23. Certificate will automatically 
renew for a 12-month term at maturity at the then current 12-month certificate 
rate. The APY is based on an assumption that the dividends will remain on 
deposit until maturity. Penalties may be imposed for early withdrawal.

RATES 
UP TO 

7.0%
APY*

SEVENTY YEARS OF DEDICATION

SEVENTY YEARS OF DEDICATION

TH
ANNIVERSARY

Join us in celebrating our

with a 7-MONTH CERTIFICATE SPECIAL.

FOR MORE INFO, VISIT mycfcu.com/certpromo

Open an account online, 
visit a branch, or call 800-428-8340.

354 Clinton St, Penn Yan, NY
laura.coplai@american-national.com

Laura Coplai, Agent
315-536-6407

COPLAI INSURANCE COPLAI INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLCAGENCY, LLC

Say Good-Bye to 
Summer Safely!

We encourage everyone in our community 
to drive safe this Labor Day weekend.

(P) 585.526.5238
(C) 585.451.4279
(F) 585.526.5919

.. Free Estimates

.. Fully Insured

RE-ROOFS .. NEW ROOFS .. REPAIRS
SIDING .. SEAMLESS GUTTERS

DECKS .. ADDITIONS .. POLE BARNS

4850 West Swamp Road, Stanley, New York 14561

jerrytproctor@gmail.com         www.proctorroofingny.com

TRUCK LOAD WOOD SALE

         
$60

All proceeds benefit
City of Geneva Shade Tree Committee 

Tree Planting Program & Nursery

315-789-2537

Fill Your Truck
Camp Wood

Subscribe to the Times
Call 315-789-3333, ext. 234,

or go to fltimes.com and
click on “Subscriber Services”

Photos courtesy of Jack Kellogg

Once again this year, the Canandaigua Rotary Club sponsored a performance by the award-winning Fin-
ger Lakes Community Band at the Kershaw Park gazebo. The Community Band is made up of musically 
inclined individuals and conducted by Greg Kane of Canandaigua Academy. This band also played in the 
Fourth of July parade. The concert was free, courtesy of the Canandaigua Rotary’s sponsorship. Pic-
tured are some of the Canandaigua Rotary Club committee members that made the event at Kershaw 
Park happen: Marty Potter, Janet Tenreiro, Rick Kaufman, Sean Buck, Kim Tenreiro, Nancy Stelnyk, 
Judy Ratcliffe, Rick Hawks, and Mary Green.

Summertime staple: Live outdoor music
Neighbors See and read the good things the people 

throughout our readership area are doing

See Wednesday’s edition for our weekly Pets page
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STATE OF NEW YORK 
OFFICE OF RENEWABLE ENERGY SITING 

Application ofNorth Seneca Solar Project, LLC, for a Permit 
Pursuant to Section 94-c of the New York State Executive AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE 
Law to Construct a Major Renewable Energy Generation 
Facility in the Towns of Junius and Waterloo, Seneca Matter No.: 23-00036 
County, New York 

STATE OF NEW YORK ) 
COUNTY OF SENECA ) ss.: 

JAMES G. SINICROPI, being duly sworn, deposes and says that they are the signor and 
authorized designee of the publisher of FingerLakesl.com, a free digital publication published in 
the Town of Seneca Falls, Seneca County, New York, and that on the I 4p +"'- day of September 
2023, they published the notice attached hereto as Affidavit Attachment 1 (North Seneca Solar 
Project - Please Join Us! - Community Open House for North Seneca Solar Project) on the 
FingerLakes I .com media website. 

Sworn to me before me this 
&<s;~ day of ~\.l'\..U.a..,':::\ , 20 2 4 

Notary Public 

LORI STOUDT 
NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF NEW YORK 

NO. 01ST6415932 
QUALIFIED IN SENECA COUNTY 

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES MAR 29, 2025 
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NCS-PO1647-04172023

WELCOME

NORTH SENECA
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Savion, a Shell Group portfolio company, is one of the

largest, most technologically advanced utility-scale solar

and energy storage project development companies in

the United States. 

With a growing portfolio of more than 36.5 GW, Savion’s

diverse team provides comprehensive services at each

phase of renewable energy project development, from

conception through construction. As part of this

full-service model, Savion manages all aspects of

development for customers, partners, and project

host communities. 

Savion is committed to helping decarbonize the energy grid

by replacing electric power generation with renewable sources

and delivering cost-competitive electricity to the marketplace.

For further information, visit www.savionenergy.com

NSC-PO1641-04102023

We are actively advancing U.S. utility‐scale photovoltaic (PV) and energy storage
projects that help decarbonize the nation’s electricity grid and deploy modern
power to diverse markets at lower cost to customers. With a genuine care for the
communities with which we are privileged to partner, Savion delivers utility-scale
solar and energy storage project development throughout the U.S.

WHO WE ARE
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Recommended
Decision and

Hearing Report

94-c APPLICABILITY AND TIMELINE

NCS-PO1645-04142023

NORTH SENECA

Pre-Applica�on
Consulta�ons and

Community
Mee�ngs

Submit
Applica�on

(Es�mated Submission
Date: Dec 2023)

Intervenor Funding
Applica�on within

30 Days

Completeness
Review
60 days

ORES issues
Dra� Permit 

Condi�ons 60 Days

• Large-scale renewable energy projects equal to or larger than 25 MW are required to follow 94-c.
• If deemed complete, applica�ons will be acted upon within one year.
• If ORES does not provide its determina�on within one year, the dra� permit will be deemed approved and
   a permit granted.

Minimum
60-day Public

Comment Period

Issues
Determina�on

Hearings If
Required

Final Determina�on
(1 Year a�er

completeness)
Compliance

REDACTED – Permit Application No. 23-00036 



SECTION 94-c PROCESS AND ORES

NCS-PO1641-04102023

NORTH SENECA

94-c Background,
Applica�on,
and Issuance

USCs and
Site-Specific

Requirements

Local Compliance
and Permit

Issuance

Intervenor
Funds

• Introduced in late 2020 for large-scale renewable energy projects
• Established the Office of Renewable Energy Si�ng (ORES) to review projects and issue final permi�ng decisions
• Final Regula�ons and Uniformed Standards and Condi�ons (USCs) became effec�ve March 3, 2021
• ORES must issue a final state permi�ng decision no later than one year a�er a Permit Applica�on is deemed complete

Applica�on for Intervenor Funds to:
New York State Office of Renewable Energy Si�ng
A�n: Request for Local Agency Account Funding

99 Washington Avenue
Albany, NY 12231-0001

• Projects must be designed to avoid or minimize, to the maximum extent practicable, adverse
   environmental impacts
• USCs outline design requirements for large-scale projects to standardize design expectations
• Site-specific requirements crafted by ORES can augment the USCs
• Mitigation programs are designed to offset potential adverse environmental impacts that cannot be avoided

• ORES must make finding that the project, along with permit conditions, would comply with applicable local
   laws and regulations
• ORES can elect not to apply a local law that is unreasonably burdensome in view of Climate Leadership and
   Community Protection Act (CLCPA) targets and the environmental benefits of the project
• Municipalities submit statements of compliance with local laws no later than 60 days after issuance of draft
   permit conditions

• Upon the filing of a 94-c applica�on, North Seneca Solar Project will post an intervenor fund ($1,000/MW) which can be
   sought by local community intervenors and host towns
• 75% of funds are reserved for local agencies
• Applica�on and instruc�ons for filing can be found on the ORES website at h�ps://ores.ny.gov/resources
• Must apply for funds within 30 days of applica�on filing
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SECTION 94-c APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

NCS-PO1646-04142023

NORTH SENECA

Pre-Applica�on Requirements and Studies

All Sec�on 94-c Applica�on Exhibits

• Consulta�on with ORES and other State agencies
• Consulta�on with Local Municipali�es
• Mee�ng with Community Members
• No�ce of Intent to File an Applica�on
• Wetland and Stream Delinea�ons
• Groundwater and Stormwater Evalua�on
• NYS Threatened or Endangered Species Surveys

1. General Requirements
2. Overview and Public Involvement
3. Loca�on of Facili�es and Surrounding
    Land Use
4. Real Property
5. Design Drawings
6. Public Health and Safety
7. Noise and Vibra�on
8. Visual Impacts
9. Cultural Resources

10. Geology, Seismology,
      and Soils
11. Terrestrial Ecology
12. NYS Threatened and
      Endangered Species
13. Water Resources and
      Aqua�c Ecology
14. Wetlands
15. Agricultural Resources
16. Effect on Transporta�on

17. Consistency with Energy
      Planning Objec�ves
18. Socioeconomic Effects
19. Environmental Jus�ce
20. Effect on Communica�ons
21. Electric System Effects and Interconnec�on
22. Electric and Magne�c Fields
23. Site Restora�on and Decommissioning
24. Local Laws and Ordinances
25. Other Permits and Approvals

• Archaeological Resources Consulta�on
• Visual Impact Analysis and Simula�ons
• Route Evalua�on Study
• EMF Study
• System Reliability Study
• Communica�ons Study
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NCS-PO1649-04172023

ANALYSIS OF VISUAL IMPACTS NORTH SENECA

Step 1: Define Affected Environment

• Visual Study Area (2 miles)
• Iden�fy Visually Sensi�ve Resources
• Local Consulta�on
• Iden�fy Viewer Groups
• Landscape Similarity Zones

Step 2: Evaluate Poten�al Visibility

• Viewshed Analysis Mapping
• Site Visit and Confirmatory Assessment of Visibility

Step 3: Replicate Appearance of Facility

• Develop a 3-D Model of the Proposed Facility
• Proposed Project Components
• Landscape Similarity Zones

Step 4: Visual Impact Analysis

• Photo Simula�ons
• Ra�ng Panel Evalua�on
• Visual Mi�ga�on 
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COMMUNITY BENEFITS

NCS-PO1688-09062023

NORTH SENECA

• Once opera�onal, North Seneca Solar Project will power
   tens of thousands of homes annually, helping to meet the
   energy needs of the state by providing clean, flexible electricity
• Solar energy provides a long-term hedge against increasing
   electricity prices due to variable fuel prices; solar energy allows
   off-takers to purchase energy at stable, long-term rates, which
   may help reduce future costs to ratepayers
• Solar projects present landowners an opportunity to diversify
   income, weather economic downturns, and keep land in
   the family
• Solar projects result in a reduc�on of the region’s produc�on of
   carbon and other greenhouse gas emissions, which presents
   significant health and environmental benefits
• Once constructed, the project area will be seeded with
   pollinator-friendly vegeta�on, which will enhance soil health,
   ecological diversity, and hydrological cycles while providing cri�cal
   pollina�ng services to nearby farms
• At the end of North Seneca Solar Project's life, project infrastructure
   will be removed, and the land hos�ng panels will be returned to
   agricultural use

Solar projects provide significant benefits
to host communi�es:

• Providing PILOT payments totaling approximately $4.5 million to
   the Towns of Junius and Waterloo* over the first 25 years of
   project opera�ons**
• Providing PILOT payments totaling approximately $4 million to
   the Waterloo Central School District in the first 25 years of
   project opera�ons**
• Paying millions of dollars in land lease and easement agreement
   payments to landowners over the life of the project
• Crea�ng approximately 165 direct, full-�me jobs during construc�on,
   with expected wages and salaries totaling approximately $23 million
• Boos�ng the local economy by purchasing equipment and materials
   from New York-based suppliers when feasible in all phases –
   development, construc�on, and opera�on
• Increasing revenue to local hospitality providers during construc�on
   and opera�ons

*Amounts to each Town are based on es�mated MWs sited in each Town
(~30% in Junius and ~70% in Waterloo)
** PILOT terms and payment amounts are subject to approval by the
Seneca County Industrial Development Agency (IDA)

The North Seneca Solar Project will bring
long-term benefits to the Towns of Waterloo
and Junius by: 
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NCS-PO1685-09062023

DECOMMISSIONING PLAN NORTH SENECA

94-c Requires a Decommissioning and Site Restora�on Plan
which includes:

• Equipment removal
• Health & Safety
• Environmental Restora�on
• Aesthe�cs
• Recycling
• Poten�al future uses
• Finacial commitments
• Schedule
• Re-seeding and re-grading

Decommissioning Plan must also include a cost
es�mate which includes:
• Removing all components 4 feet below grade and
   above in agricultural land or 3 feet below grade and above in
   non-agricultural land
• Removing and restoring access road loca�ons
   (as requested by landowners) based on the facility layout

Financial Assurance
• New York requires a decommissioning fund as part of
   permi�ng a project through 94-c
• The project will post the agreed upon financial security prior
   to construc�on start
• Finacial assurance ensures that funding will be available to
   properly remove facility components and perform site
   restora�on and the end of the project's life cycle

Decommissioning
and site

restora�on plan

Remove
equipment at end

of project life

Restore land to
agriculture or

other use

Post financial
security prior to

construc�on

Restore
project

land
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NCS-PO1689-09072023

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES NORTH SENECA

Over a dozen different environmental, social, and cultural resource studies have been and will con�nue to be performed to iden�fy and
characterize poten�ally sensi�ve resources in the project area. The results of these studies are being used to inform project design to ensure that
the project’s poten�al impacts are avoided, minimized, and mi�gated to the extent prac�cable. Support studies are being coordinated
with the following agencies:

• NYS Office of Renewable Energy Si�ng (ORES)
• NYS Department of Environmental Conserva�on (NYSDEC)

• NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets (NYSDAM)
• NYS State Historic Preserva�on Office (NYSHPO)
• Local and Regional Stakeholder Groups

• Field surveys were completed July and
   November 2022
• ORES Jurisdic�onal Determina�on received
   August 24, 2023

Wetlands and Streams

• Phase 1A Archaeological Survey completed
   November 2022
• Phase 1B Archaeological Surveys – in progress
• Historic Resources Survey – in progress

Cultural Resources

• Survey le�ers mailed to par�cipa�n
   landowners in April 2023 to iden�fy ac�ve
   agricultural use and drainage systems 

Agriculture

• Survey le�ers mailed to landowners within
   1,000 feet of the Facility Site April 2023
• Consulta�on with regional and state agencies

Private and Public Wells

• Borings or test pits an�cipated comple�on:
   October 2023

Geology

• Iden�fica�on of visually sensi�ve resources
   and viewpoints – in progress
• Viewshed mapping to iden�fy areas of
   poten�al project visibility -in progress
• Landscaping to screen views of the Facility
   from roads and neighbors – in progress

Visual Impacts

• Ambient sound data collec�on and
   pre-construc�on noise modeling
   – in progress

Accous�c Studies

• Breeding Bird Surveys completed May
   – July 2022
• Winter Raptor Surveys completed November
   2022 – March 2023
• Bog Turtle Habitat Assessment
   completed May 2023
• Targeted Rare Plant Survey completed
   July 2023 
• ORES Occupied Habitat Determina�on
   received August 30, 2023
• Net Conserva�on Benefit
   Plan – in progress 

Rare/Threatened/
Endangered Species
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NCS-PO1651-04172023

LOCAL REQUIREMENTS NORTH SENECA

Code of the Town of Waterloo – Chapter 134. Solar Energy Systems
• Zoning: Large-scale solar permi�ed in the Industrial and Agricultural Districts 
• Setbacks: 
   • 200 � front setback from right-of-way line (94-c requires a 50-foot setback from centerline of public roads)*
   • 100 � side and rear property line setbacks (94-c requires a 50-foot setback from non-par�cipa�ng non-residen�al
      property lines)*
   • 300 � setback from residen�al structures on another parcel (94-c requires a 250-foot setback from non-par�cipa�ng
      occupied residences)
• Height: Not to exceed 10 feet at maximum �lt (94-c sets a 20-foot height limit)*
• Lot Coverage: Not to exceed 50% of lot*
• Lot size: Large-scale solar energy system to be located on lot within minimum lot size of 1 acre
• Security: Security fencing & warning signs
• Decommissioning: Decommissioning Plan and Performance Surety Bond* 
• Screening: Adequate screening to avoid adverse aesthe�c impacts 
• Drainage: Drainage and stormwater management plan

North Seneca Solar has reviewed the local laws in the Towns of Waterloo and Junius. The Town of Junius does not have a zoning
ordinance or substan�ve standards applicable to the project. The Town of Waterloo has a Solar Law (Local Law 1 of 2019) in place,
and notable design requirements are iden�fied below. 

North Seneca is working on designing the facility to comply with applicable local laws to the maximum extent prac�cable.
North Seneca has ini�ated consulta�ons with the Towns of Waterloo and Junius on applicable local laws and will con�nue to
work with the Towns to confirm interpreta�ons of certain local law provisions and finalize any waivers needed from ORES. 

* North Seneca may need to seek waivers of these local requirements.
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NCS-PO1686-09062023

SOLAR + AGRICULTURE NORTH SENECA

Protec�on of Agricultural Resources
*less than 60% of North Seneca Solar Project’s total footprint is on agricultural land

• Iden�fy all ac�ve agricultural lands and surface and subsurface agricultural drain �les within the Facility Site through review
   of publicly available land use, Mineral Soil Groups data, and results from survey le�ers mailed to par�cipa�ng landowners.
• Development restric�on zones will be incorporated into Facility design as iden�fied through coordina�on with par�cipa�ng
   landowners to avoid and minimize disrup�on of ac�ve agricultural produc�on.
• The Facility Layout will be designed to avoid or minimize disturbance to ac�ve agricultural lands within New York State
   Mineral Soil Groups 1 – 4 to the extent prac�cable.
• An Agricultural Plan will be developed in compliance with the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets
   (NYSDAM) Guidelines, which will contain methods to avoid, minimize, and mi�gate agricultural impacts.
• A Remedia�on Plan will be developed to address methods North Seneca Solar Project LLC will take to iden�fy agricultural
   drainages within the Facility Site and the resolu�on process in the event of inadvertent damage to a drainage feature.

Solar Energy and Agriculture
Agriculture and electricity produc�on can result in two revenue streams from the same piece of land. 
• Par�cipa�on in solar projects is voluntary – landowners sign up to par�cipate if they think doing so is best for their farms
   and families
• Adding solar to agricultural opera�ons is efficient and economically advantageous to the local community
• Flowering vegeta�on = food for bees, bu�erflies and birds 
• Use pre-exis�ng agricultural and cleared lands and design to reduce tree clearing
• Opportunity for land to “rest” without agricultural ac�vity
• Very limited use of pes�cides & herbicides (only in substa�on and near sensi�ve electrical equipment) or if mandated by DEC
   or other authority

REDACTED – Permit Application No. 23-00036 



NCS-PO1690-09072023

NOISE AND VIBRATION NORTH SENECA

1. Ambient "exis�ng condi�on" sound levels in project area to establish baseline data
    Note: ambient noise monitoring was conducted in August 2023
2. Projected sound levels from opera�on of solar facility
    Computer modeling of the propaga�on of sound from facility equipment
    Assumes 100% opera�ons at highest poten�al sound levels from each piece of equipment:
    Solar Panels – no sound
    Inverters – limited day�me sound
    Substa�on – some day�me and nigh�me sound
3. Projected sound levels from construc�on of the solar facility
    Involves computer modeling of the propaga�on of sound from construc�on

Sec�on 94-c requires studies to be performed to address poten�al
for noise propaga�on 

140 dbfireworks

jet engine

police siren

trombone

helicopter

hairdryer

truck

car,
city traffic

conversa�on

refridgerator

whisper

breathing

rustling
leaves

moderate
rainfall

100000000000000

130 db 10000000000000

120 db 1000000000000

110 db 100000000000

100 db 10000000000

90 db 1000000000

80 db 100000000

70 db 10000000

60 db 1000000

50 db 100000

40 db 10000

30 db 1000

20 db 100

10 db 10

0 db 0

• Noise cannot exceed the following levels
    • Non-par�cipa�ng residence 45 dBA [8-hr Leq]
    • Par�cipa�ng residence 55 dBA [8-hr Leq]
    • Non-par�cipa�ng residence 40 dBA [1-hr Leq] due to collector substa�on
    • Non-par�cipa�ng property line 55 dBA [8-hr Leq]
• Penal�es are imposed for audible prominent tones
• The project will develop a complaint resolu�on plan that will be u�lized to address any
   concerns during the construc�on and opera�on of the facility

Sec�on 94-c uniform condi�ons and standards must be met at
residences and property lines 

threshold of pain

extremely loud

very loud

loud

moderate to quiet

faint
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NCS-PO1647-04172023

NORTH SENECA

www.NorthSenecaSolarProject.com
North Seneca Solar Project

Developed by 
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Documentation of Local Consultation Efforts 
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